
URST 210: Sustainable Urban Development 
MW 8:30-9:45, Seminar Room, 1

st
 Floor, 70 Vernon Street 

Professor Garth Myers (garth.myers@trincoll.edu), phone (860)-297-4273 

Office: Room 205, Center for Urban and Global Studies, 70 Vernon Street 

Office Hours: M-Tu-W 10-12 and by appointment 

 

Course Description: With the era in which city dwellers comprise a majority of the world’s 

population has come a new urgency for understanding the balance between urban development 

and the environment. This course introduces you to the sub-field of urban studies which deals 

with sustainable development, including exploration of the debates on the meanings of 

sustainability and development in cities. Taking a comparative approach and a global 

perspective, we examine the ecological footprint of cities, urban political ecology, sustainable 

architecture, the relationships between cities and climate change, programs for sustainable urban 

planning, urban transportation and service delivery around the world. This course has a 

Community Learning Initiative component, as detailed below. It is also a part of Trinity’s Luce 

Foundation grant for expanding the study of urban environments in East Asia, and so we have 

several weeks in which we focus on this component as well. 

 

A note on COLL 132: Students should take the opportunity to register for the College-sponsored 

co-curricular initiative on cities, through the half-credit course, COLL 132: Cities: Global 

Urban Experience through Time & Space. I have attached a list of the events for COLL 132 

below the weekly schedule for our URST 210 class. 

 

Text 

 

There is one textbook for this course: 

 

Stephen Wheeler and Timothy Beatley (eds), The Sustainable Urban Development Reader, 2
nd

 

edition, London & New York: Routledge, 2009. 

 

Expectations 

 

We will meet for an hour and 15 minutes every Monday and Wednesday for the 1
st
 half of term, 

and I obviously hope everyone will be here every time. Let me know if something prevents you 

from being in class. The second half of term entails the community learning component. Our 

face-to-face class time is going to be more limited, but your commitment to the community 

partners will need to be consistent with your commitment to the class, in terms of attendance, 

engagement and energy. This class has a fair amount of reading, even if it only has one book. I 

have some structural ways of encouraging people through the reading. For instance, you will be 

doing 10 ‘reaction papers’ of 1-2 pages on the readings. These are short, and in fact the goal is to 

have an exchange of reactions at the beginning of class to jump-start discussion. I hope this 

device of the reaction paper will give you a more formal place to organize your thoughts on the 

readings. After the first week, I expect one reaction paper each week. There is no point in 

handing one in after the week is over, e.g. the week after that reading appears on the syllabus. 

You will also create a 10-page project report paper that engages with a broader theme in the 

course while reporting on your Community Learning project; you will also make a detailed and 
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referenced PowerPoint slide show for the project report paper, either individually or with a 

group, depending on your community learning project. Besides the above and your general 

participation in class discussions, we will have a mid-term exam. The test will be mostly short-

answer format, with a few essays. The respective values of these toward your final grades are as 

follows: 

 

10 Reaction Papers:  (3% each) 30%   General Participation: 10%  

Mid-Term: 20%     Report Presentation: 10% 

Project Report 30%      

 

Grades 

The grading scale that I will use for the term is based on the 100 total points possible from the 

above percentages: 

 

A+ = 98.5-100  A = 91.5-98.49 A- = 89.5-91.49 

B+ = 87.5-89.49 B = 81.5-87.49 B- = 79.5-81.49 

C+ = 77.5-79.49 C = 71.5-77.49 C- = 69.5-71.49 

D+ = 67.5-69.49 D = 61.5-67.49 D- = 59.5-61.49 

F = 0-59.49  

 

Rules 

 

I hate making rules. But I find that I have to have them. So here they are: 

1. I do not tolerate plagiarism. We have numerous opportunities to work together, and I 

encourage you to study together and share ideas with one another in class and outside of class. 

But hand in your own stuff. Duh. 

2. I do not mind cell phones in general, but like most instructors I find cell phones and text 

messaging disruptive in the class itself. Please turn your phones off in class. After class is over 

you may turn them back on. 

3. Laptops can be an essential tool for your in-class learning, and so I encourage you to bring 

them if you wish. However, I find it annoying, and other students also find it annoying, when 

students are on facebook, or shopping, or checking on sports scores… in other words, please use 

the laptops in class for things related to the class. 

4. I’m the weird professor who likes it when people talk in class, but try not to disturb your 

fellow students with conversation during our sessions if the conversation is both unrelated to 

class and loud enough to make hearing each other difficult. We will have plenty to talk about 

together that relates to the course. We will also have some guests coming to class, and I expect 

you to have the utmost respect for them at all times. 

5. Please enjoy this class and have fun. My intention for this class is to facilitate your learning 

process. The whole point of the class is for you to learn more about sustainable urban 

development. Therefore, at the end of the class, I want you to walk out feeling that you have 

been empowered to understand urban sustainability in new ways. 

 

 

 

 



Course Schedule 

Weeks 1-2 (Jan 23, 28, 30): Concepts of Urban Sustainability and Urban Political Ecology 

Reading: pp. 8-37, 53-80, and 137-159. 

Week 3 (Feb 4, 6): Urban Environmental Justice 

Reading: pp. 155-172 and 181-208. 

Week 4 (Feb 11, 13): Economic Development (with an East Asia Focus on 13
th
) 

Reading: pp. 209-216, 226-232, and 241-252. 

Week 5-6 (Feb 18, 20, 25): Urban Transport and Sustainability (China Focus on 25
th
) 

Reading: pp. 113-136. 

Weeks 6-7 (Feb 27, Mar 4, 6): Sustainability Planning and Green Architecture (China on 6
th

) 

Reading: pp. 262-314. 

 

Week 8: March 11 Mid-Term Exam 

 

Weeks 8-14 (Mar 13, 25, 27, all of April, and May 1): Community Learning Initiative 

 

 Readings by week during the CLI component: 

  Weeks 8-9 (Mar 13, 25, 27): International Cases (China on 27
th
), pp. 315-394 

  Week 10 (Apr 1-3): Sustainability: Building and Site scale, pp. 395-406 

  Week 11(Apr 8-10): Sustainable Neighborhoods: pp. 407-426 

  Week 12 (Apr 15-17): Sustainability at the level of City & Region, pp. 427-456 

  Week 13(Apr 22-24): Read example exercises, pp. 457-474 (East Asia on 24
th
) 

  Week 14 (Apr 29 and May 1) and Exam Time: Presentations  

 

Community Learning Component 

 

In the second half of this class, you will be working on a community learning project, on your 

own or in groups. The exact nature of the project will depend on your specific interests and your 

engagement with community partners. Potential partners with relevance to sustainable urban 

development are numerous. They include: 

 

Billings Forge Community Works  Capital Region Council of Governments (CRCOG) 

Hartford Areas Rally Together (HART) iQuilt 

Metro Hartford Alliance (MHA)  Park Watershed 

Southside Institutions Neighborhood Alliance (SINA) 

 

Some of you may choose to work individually, and others may work in groups. We will be 

working to shape the projects in collaboration with partners over the coming weeks. Since the 

community learning elements will be shaped by partner needs and interests, I do not want to 

dictate any of the terms. But think about things this way: if you interested in sustainable 

transportation and issues surrounding the Ctfastrak Busway, you might want to partner with 

CRCOG; if your interests are more on the environmental science side of urban sustainability, 

perhaps Park Watershed would be a good partner; if issues of environmental justice and 

community empowerment are your main focus, then SINA or BFCW might be a good partner; if 

it is sustainable green business that most interests you, then possibly MHA could be a partner. 

There may be other partners and other projects which emerge as we plan this component. 


