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Cities of The Global South 
 

Honours/ Masters 2015 
Department of Environmental & Geographical Science:  University of Cape Town 

 
 
Course aims and objectives: 
 
By the end of the course students should be in a position to critically survey aspects of 
the contemporary urban geography and planning literatures on cities of the south.  
They should have sufficient command of the detail of the theoretical and applied 
material to be able to outline divergent epistemological positions, provide a periodised 
account of changing ideas, set out the contributions of individual leading scholars and 
provide critiques of what they have read.  
 
The skills that will be developed in this course include the absorption of complex 
arguments, the integration of theory and evidence and the ability to communicate 
abstract ideas and their applications, both verbally and in written form. 
 
On the basis of a command of the literature students should be able to read the urban 
landscape of a number of different cities of the south, including those of South Africa, 
and be in a position to reflect on the implications of how cities are variously conceived.  
 
Students will be asked to lead specific tutorials and a mark will be allocated to this task 
based on your leadership and on the text you hand in on the subject. A draft of this text 
is due to me 24 hours BEFORE the tutorial that you lead and a revised version of this 
text should be circulated to the class on vula within 48 hours of the tutorial. The idea is 
that you formulate key arguments from the readings and provide an overview of the 
issues discussed in class. This ‘paper’ should be no longer than 3000 words but could 
be shorter and include diagrams/graphics, web links to authors etc. that might enrich 
the group understanding of the issue of the topic.  
 
The year mark will be based on an essay assignment (due noon on 15th June 2015), 
class participation and your hand in on the seminar that you will lead.   
Students are expected to find their own material for the assignments and essay, but 
may share online materials with the class via the course vula site. Some readings are on 
vula.  
 
The exam includes questions are drawn from all aspects of the course, including the 
essay. 
 
Overall course evaluation: 

Exam – 50% 
Essay – 30% 
Tutorial Presentation and Hand in– 20% 

 
 
Session dates 09h00 -11h00 Mondays Feb – June 2015 
Venue – 2.27 Davies Room  
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Students who enroll for this course are expected to do the reading for the topic 
prior to the scheduled tutorial.  

 
 
Monday 16 Feb – Introductory class 

Background to the reading list, allocation of tasks, the essay, the exam, the schedule, 
vula etc. 

Oldfield, S.  and Parnell, S. (2014) From the South, In Parnell, S.  and Oldfield, S. (eds) 
(2014) Handbook for Cities of the Global South. London, Routledge, 1-4.  

 
Monday 23 Feb – Internal class meeting discussion/reading swop etc. 
The room has been booked for your use on these days when we will not have a formal 

session but where you may wish to meet as a group. 
 
 02 March – Internal class meeting discussion/reading swop etc. 
 
Monday 09 March  - What is the urban – the debate in context 
 
Bunnell T, and Maringanti, A. (2010) Practising urban and regional research beyond 

metrocentricity, International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, 34, 415–
420. 

Jones, G. A., and Corbridge, S. (2010) The continuing debate about urban bias the thesis, 
its critics, its influence and its implications for poverty-reduction strategies. 
Progress in Development Studies, 10, 1-18. 

Nijman, J. (2007) Introduction: comparative urbanism, Urban Geography, 28, 92–107.  

Parnell, S. (1997) South African cities: perspectives from the ivory towers of urban 
studies, Urban Studies, 34, 891-906. 

Robinson, J. (2002) Global and World Cities: A view from off the map, International 
Journal of Urban and Regional Research, 26, 531-554. 

Simone, A. (2011) No longer the subaltern: refiguring cities of the Global South, in 
Urban Theory Beyond the West: A World of Cities, in Edensor, T. and Jayne. M. 
(eds), Routledge, London, 31–46. 

 
Monday 16 March – What is Southern theory?  
Connell, R. (2007) Southern Theory: The global Dynamics of Knowledge in Social Science, 

Allen&Unwin, Sydney.  

Chakrabarty, D. (2009) Provincializing Europe: Postcolonial thought and historical 
difference, Princeton University Press. (see extracts on vula) 

Comaroff, J., & Comaroff, J. L. (2012) Theory from the South: Or, how Euro-America is 
evolving toward Africa, Anthropological Forum, 22, 2, 113-131.  

 
Monday 23 March – Urban poverty, gender and development geography 
. 
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Hasan, A. Patel, S. and Satterthwaite, D., (2005) How to meet the Millenium 

Development Goals (MDGS) in urban areas, Environment and Urbanization. 17, 
3-19. 

Mitlin, D. and Satterthwaite, D., (2013) Urban poverty in the Global South; Scale and 
Nature, Routledge, London.  

&/OR 
Beall, J., Fox, S., & Goodfellow, T. (2009) Cities and Development, Routledge. 
 
Moser, C. O. (1989) Gender planning in the Third World: meeting practical and strategic 

gender needs. World Development, 17, 1799-1825. 
Moser, C., (1998) The asset vulnerability framework: Reassessing urban poverty 

reduction strategies, World Development, 26, 1-19. 
Parnell, S. (2015) Why and how does the city shape the experience of and response to 

urban poverty in the 21st century? In C. Lemanski and C. Marx (eds.) The City in 
Urban Poverty, Palgrave Macmillan, London, in Press. 

Wratten, E (1995) Conceptualising urban poverty, Environment and Urbanization, 7, 
11–36. 

 
Monday 30 March – Internal class meeting discussion/reading swop etc. 
 
Monday 13 April – Ordinary Cities  

 
Amin, A, Graham, S. (1997) The ordinary city, Transactions of the Institute of British 

Geographers, New Series, 22, 411–429 
Jayne, M. (2013) Ordinary urbanism—neither trap nor tableaux: a response to 

response to Richard G Smith. Environment and Planning A, 45, 2305-2313. 

Robinson, J. (2006) Ordinary Cities: Between Modernity and Development, London: 
Routledge. 

Robinson, J. (2011) Cities in a world of cities: The comparative gesture, International 
Journal of Urban and Regional Research, 35: 1-23. 

Smith, R. G, (2013) Ordinary city trap, Environment and Planning A, 45, 2290–2304. 

 
Monday 20 April – Internal class meeting discussion/reading swop etc. 
 
Monday 04 May - Southern urban thinkers – Distinctive African urbanism 
Ernstson, H., Lawhon, M., and Duminy, J. (2014) Conceptual vectors of African 

urbanism: ‘engaged theory-making’ and ‘platforms of engagement’, Regional 
Studies, 48, 1563-1577.  

Lawhon, M., Ernstson, H., and Silver, J. (2014) Provincializing urban political ecology: 
Towards a situated UPE through African urbanism, Antipode, 46, 497-516. 

Myers, G. (2011) African Cities: Alternative Visions of Urban Theory and Practice. 
London, New York: Zed Books. 

& /OR 
Pieterse, E.: City Futures: Confronting the Crisis of Urban Development (Zed, London, 

2008) 
& /OR 
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Simone, A (2004) For the City Yet to Come: Changing African Life in Four Cities, Durham 
and London, Duke University Press.  

& /OR 
Parnell, S. and Pieterse, E. (eds.) (2014) Africa's Urban Revolution, Zed, London. 
Parnell, S., Pieterse, E. and Watson, V. (2009) ‘Planning for cities in the global South: An 

African research agenda for sustainable human settlements’, Progress in 
Planning, 72: 233-240.  

Pieterse, E. (2011) Grasping the unknowable: coming to grips with African urbanisms, 
Social Dynamics, 38, 5-23.  

 
Monday 11 May  – Internal class meeting discussion/reading swop etc 
 
Monday 18 May - The Asian urban century  
Dick, H. and Rimmer, J. (1998) Beyond the third world city: the new urban geography of 

South-east Asia, Urban Studies, 35, 2303-2321 
Roy, A. (2009) The 21st-century metropolis: new geographies of theory. Regional 

Studies, 43, 819-830.  
Roy, A (2011) Slumdog cities: rethinking subaltern urbanism, International Journal of 

Urban and Regional Research 35, 223-238. 
Roy, A. (2014) Slum‐free cities of the Asian century: Postcolonial government and the 

project of inclusive growth, Singapore Journal of Tropical Geography, 35, 136-
150. 

Roy, A. and Ong, A. (2011) Worlding Cities, Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell. 
 
 
Monday 25 May – Urban Planning 
Watson V. (2014) A case for Planning theory from the south, Journal of ePlanning,  
Watson, V. (2009) ‘Seeing from the south: Refocusing urban planning on the globe’s 

central urban issues’, Urban Studies, 46(11): 2259-2275. 
Roy, A. 2005: Urban Informality, Journal of the American Planning Association, 71, No. 2, 

Spring 2005.  
Watson, V. (2014) Co-production and collaboration in planning – The difference, 

Planning Theory & Practice, DOI: 10.1080/14649357.2013.866266 

Yiftachel, O. 2006: Re-Engaging Planning Theory? Towards ‘South-Eastern’ 
Perspectives, Planning Theory, 5, 211-222. 

Pieterse, E. (2013) Epistemic practices of Southern Urbanism International Journal of 
Urban and Regional Research lecture, Annual Conference of the Association of 
American Geographers, April 2013. Webcast at 
http://www.ijurr.org/details/lecture/4803221/2013-IJURR-Lecture-Epistemic-
Practices-of-Southern-Urbanism.html; last accessed 25 June 2013. 

 
 
Monday 01 June - New Critiques of southern urban theory  
Brenner, N. and Schmidt, C. (2015) Towards a new epistemology of the urban?, CITY, 

19, 2/3, in press.  
International Journal of Urban and Regional Studies – 2015 special section on Global 

Urbanisms and the Nature of Urban Theory, in press (see vula) 

http://www.ijurr.org/details/lecture/4803221/2013-IJURR-Lecture-Epistemic-Practices-of-Southern-Urbanism.html
http://www.ijurr.org/details/lecture/4803221/2013-IJURR-Lecture-Epistemic-Practices-of-Southern-Urbanism.html
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Nijman, J. (2014). The theoretical imperative of comparative urbanism: a commentary 
on ‘Cities beyond compare?’by Jamie Peck, Regional Studies, 1-4. 

Peck, J. (2015). Cities beyond compare?. Regional Studies, 49(1), 160-182. 

Sheppard, E., Leitner, H., & Maringanti, A. (2013). Provincializing global urbanism: a 
manifesto, Urban Geography, 34, 893-900.  

Other readings may be added as they come out 

 
Monday 08 June – Open session on the essay  
Monday 15 June – Putting it all together 
 

  
 
ESSAY: Prepare a 5- 6 000 word review article for Progress in Human Geography (see 
the journal for the style guide) that foregrounds two or three of the new synthesis 
volumes on cities of the global south.  
 
The purpose of the essay is to identify, synthesize and reflect on the emerging debates, 
periodization and divergent conceptual positions evident within the secondary 
literature on Cities of the South. You may wish to highlight specific tensions, consider 
the relevance of the new material for teaching, outline the contributions of individual 
authors or regions or locate the debates in wider discussions of urban change or social 
theory – or you can take some other direction in your submission.  Whatever your 
framing for the paper, it is likely that you would want to reference texts other than just 
those of these three books that should otherwise form the core of your paper: 
 
Edensor, T. and Jayne. M. (eds) (2011) Urban Theory Beyond the West: A World of Cities, 

Routledge. 

Miraftab, F., and Kudva, N. (eds) (2014) Cities of the Global South Reader, Routledge. 

Parnell, S.  and Oldfield, S. (eds) (2014) Handbook for Cities of the Global South, 
Routledge.  

 
If you would like to see me and you have not found me in my office (room 6.02), please 
mail me for an appointment (susan.parnell@uct.ac.za) 
 
 
Professor Susan Parnell  

 


